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Teens need experience to drive safely
Graduated driver’s license law implemented to increase teen skills on the road
Motor vehicle crashes continue to be the number one cause of death among teens in America. The Kansas Traffic Safety Resource Office (KTSRO) wants to combat this trend by informing teens and parents about what they can do to make life on the roadway safer.

One of the biggest risks for teen drivers may be sitting right next to them – their friends. Studies confirm the more passengers in a teen driver’s vehicle, the greater the risk of a fatal crash. In fact, carrying just one passenger doubles a teen driver’s fatal crash risk, while three or more passengers increase the risk four to five times. The reason is simple: more passengers equal more distractions. With an inexperienced driver, these can be deadly distractions.
One of the best ways to combat needless teen deaths on the roadway is to establish a graduated driver’s licensing system which provides teens the opportunity to gain driving experience without distractions before allowing total freedom to drive.

Kansas passed a graduated driver’s licensing law in 2009 which will go into effect on January 1, 2010. This law will affect any teen applying for a farm permit, instruction permit, or restricted license in Kansas on or after that date.
Some important points of the new Kansas law include:

· At ages 14-15, teens can apply for an instruction permit after passing a written test and a vision test and submitting an application from a parent or guardian. These teen drivers must ride with a supervising driver at least 21 years of age, who holds a valid license. The instruction permit must be held for a period of one year.
· At age 15, teens can apply for a restricted license. These teens must first complete an approved driver safety course and must submit an affidavit from a supervising driver as proof of 25 hours of driving experience prior to the restricted license being issued, as well as an application from a parent or guardian. The restricted license allows teens to drive to and from school or work but does not allow minor non-siblings as vehicle passengers.
· At age 16, teens continue to operate under a restricted license for a period of six months. Teens must submit an affidavit noting 50 hours of supervised driving, 10 of which must be completed at night. These teens may drive between the hours of 5:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. to and from school, work and authorized school activities. They may operate a vehicle with a licensed driver at any time, but may not carry more than one minor passenger who is not an immediate family member.

· The use of wireless devices is prohibited until the teen has completed the six-month period of late-night and passenger restrictions. Seat belt use is required at all times.
Coupled with Kansas’ Seat Belt Law, which states vehicle occupants ages 14-17 must wear a seat belt or face a fine of $60, this new law could save many teen lives on our roadways. KTSRO hopes you – as a parent, teen, educator or advocate – will join in the effort to educate teens and help them gain driving experience so everyone can share the road safely. 
To learn more, please visit www.ktsro.org and click on the “Teen” page. For other information, materials, educational or training opportunities, please contact KTSRO at 800-416-2522 or at ktsro@dccca.org.
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