
 

 

December 2021 

Where does the time go?  It ’s hard to bel ieve that 

December is already here.  Only a couple short weeks 

until  we have another break.  No doubt that students 

are start ing December “Beginning with the End in Mind” 

--- as they anxiously await winter break.  

As students wrap-up their first semester of learning, 

we continue to remind them to “Put First Th ings F irst,” 

and be responsible for working hard and giv ing their 

best efforts . 

Our annual PTO Christmas Tea wi ll  be held on Monday, 

December 20.  It  is always a fun t ime to see al l the 

students and staff  wearing their “Christmas best”  for 

the occasion .  Thank you PTO for hosting this t ime for 

fun and fr iendship . 

I  encourage you al l to “Put First Things First.”   Spend 

quality time with your fami lies by reading, talk ing, and 

s imply connecting.  I  wish you and your fami ly a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 2022! 

~Miss Raile 

St. Francis Elementary 

Remind is the easiest 
way for families to 
receive up-to-date 
information from the 
school and teachers.  
Join today, if you 
haven’t already! 

We had the privilege of hosting 
25 veterans for a meal and 
short program on Veterans 
Day. We couldn't be more 

thankful for their bravery and 
service to our country! 

3rd grade class working on Starry Night Van Gogh pictures 
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The winter months are 
among us.  Please be sure 
students are dressed 
appropriately.  We will 
attempt to go outside 
for recess daily.  This 
means your children 
need to wear warm 
coats, have hats and 
gloves, and if needed, 
snow boots. Please 
regularly check the 
weather and send your 
children dressed 
appropriately.  Thank 
you! 

Inclement Weather 

Occasionally, the weather 
dictates the school’s schedule.  
In that event, many of the 
school’s operations are 
affected causing logistical 
challenges for parents, 
students, and school staff.  
Over the years, the school has 
adopted the use of various 
media to inform parents and 
students of these changes. 

If any change is made to the 
schedule of the school day or 
to events that had been 
scheduled for that day, the 
school will immediately 
publicize those changes.  
Parents will be officially 
notified through the following 
media. 

� REMIND  
� Facebook 
� Area TV and radio 

stations 

USD 297 St. Francis 
Elementary 

Due to allergies, please do 
not bring nuts/peanuts (or 

any foods that contain 
them) into the USD 297 

schools. 

Prairieland presented 
to all our students on 
electrical safety. We 

learned how electricity 
travels and, most 

importantly, learned 
how to be safe around 
electricity. Thank you 

Prairieland! 
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The holiday season is a wonderful time of year, but it is also one of 
the busiest times of year.  This can lead to extra stress for parents, 
teachers, and students.  Consider the following tips to help your 
child (and your family) fully enjoy the holidays. 
 
1.  Maintain a consistent schedule for your child (bed time, daily 
routines, etc).  If your holiday plans are going to alter your routine, 
prepare your child by telling him/her ahead of time. 
 
2.  Rest!  Sleep is so important to a child’s ability to focus, learn, 
and manage emotions.  If holiday plans are leading to late nights, 
consider encouraging a nap or “down time” for your child before the 
event. 
 
3.  Nourish your child’s body.  The holiday season is full of 
wonderful treats.  However, too much junk food can lead to 
struggles with focusing, energy levels, and more.  Make sure your 
child is getting plenty of nourishing foods (fruits, veggies, whole 
grains, protein, etc). 
 
4.  Hydrate!  Having enough water allows people to manage 
emotions, focus, and perform to their fullest.  Encourage your child 
to drink from their water bottle often. 
 
Happy Holidays! 
Mrs. Wiegers 
 

All K-5 students will be 
completing Fastbridge benchmark 

testing (ELA and Math) during 
the month of December.  We are 
very anxious to see the growth 
that our students have made 

since the beginning of the school 
year.  These are very important 

assessments, which help the 
school staff to decipher what 

your student(s) need to achieve.  
Fastbridge reports will be sent 
home with your child’s report 
card when school resumes in 

January. 

Christmas 
Pajama Day! 

December 21 

Ms. Loretta will 
be retiring this 
month.  Thank 
you for your 
service and, 
most 
importantly, 
thank you for 

the wonderful meals you 
served!  Your smile, laughter, 
and kind heart will 
definitely be missed!  We wish 
you the best! 
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Throughout the 1st semester, these students earned a positive office referral 
for accomplishing a goal specific to them!  We are super proud of you! 
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