                                                                             

                                  Minutes of the Special Board Meeting – January 8, 2026
The special board meeting was called to order by President Troy Hilt at 7:00 a.m. in the administration office. All board members were present. Also in attendance were Tania Quintero, Cheyenne County Clerk Sharissa Andrist, and Sheree Wingo.
Cheyenne County Clerk Sharissa Andrist administered the oath of office to the newly elected board members: Traci Neitzel, Brooke Lohr, and ShayLinn Zweygardt.
Bruce Swihart moved to approve the agenda, with Shawna Blanka seconding. The motion carried unanimously, 6-0.
Under New Business, the board discussed filling the remaining two years of J.W. Milliken's term as board member. Bruce Swihart nominated Chris Hingst, seconded by Shawna Blanka. The motion carried 5-1.
Superintendent Penka reported receiving a letter of resignation from Kaye O’Brien, effective at the end of the school year. Mrs. O’Brien has served USD 297 for 33 years. Bruce Swihart moved to accept the resignation, with a second by ShayLinn Zweygardt. The motion carried 6-0.
The next regular board meeting will be held on January 22, 2026, at 7:00 a.m.
At 7:13 a.m., Traci Neitzel moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Bruce Swihart and carried 6-0.
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