Minutes of Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Education Official
St.  Francis Community Schools.
Thursday, August 20, 2026

BUDGET HEARING: The budget hearing for the 2026-2027 school year was held at 6:55 a.m. Four patrons attended the hearing.  Chris Hingst moved that the budget be adopted as published in the July 20, 2026, edition of the St. Francis Herald; the motion was seconded by Bruce Swihart and carried (7-0).

CALL TO ORDER: The regular board meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m. by President Troy Hilt.
ATTENDANCE: All members of the Board of Education were present.
ADMINISTRATION & PATRONS PRESENT: Superintendent Mark Penka, Principal Susan Dinkel, Principal Delbert Schmidt, District Clerk Tania Quintero, community members Kaycee Siegfried, Riley Siegfried, Amy Morrow, and Greg Lane from Blue Cross Blue Shield.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Bruce Swihart moved to amend the agenda as follows:
· Add Audiences to the top of the agenda.
· Under New Business, add item (ii) New Hires.
· Under Consent Calendar (e) Amendment; Correction to the Adult Meal food price from June 11th, 2026, Board Minutes.
The motion was seconded by Shawna Blanka and carried unanimously (7-0)
AUDIENCE:
· Riley Siegfried discussed with the Board her desire to reconsider allowing middle school students to do dual sports.
· Blue Cross Blue Shield Advisor Greg Lane discussed future projections for 2026-2027, including available options.
CONSENT CALENDAR: Following review, Shawna Blanka moved, and ShayLinn Zweygardt seconded to approve the consent calendar, which included the following items.
1. Minutes of July 9th, 2026, regular board meeting, July 20th,2026 special board meeting, and August 6th, 2026, regular board meeting.
2. Payment of bills as listed on checks numbered 19448-19560 at FNB Bank in the amount of $ 368,468.00.
3. Cash Summary Report, Grade School Activity Fund Report, and High School Activity Fund Report all as of July 1st through July 31st, 2026.
4. No transfers were made from the General Fund to the Special Ed Fund, and Gift offers were received for July.
5. Correct the adult meal price from the July 20th, 2026, minutes to $5.05.
COMMITTEE REPORT: None
OLD BUSINESS: Bruce Swihart moves to approve Riley Siegfried and any other 7th and 8th grade student that fits the criteria to participate in dual sports for the upcoming school year 2026-2027.  A contract would be signed by the individual stating that their grades and attendance would not suffer from participating in dual sports.  Shawna Blanka seconded the motion, and it was carried. (7-0)
UNDER OLD BUSINESS: The new Blue Cross and Blue Shield premiums were reviewed and discussed.  The board agreed to table any decisions until more information is obtained.
NEW BUSINESS:
· PERSONNEL ITEMS: (i) Resignations; Chris Hingst moved to accept the resignations of Geronima Rocha-Zapata as the Custodian, Tania Quintero as District Clerk, and Tiffani Graham as Para. ShayLinn Zweygardt seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously (7-0).
· (ii) The Hiring Committee recommends: Angelica Madril Para for both schools and Asha Hermann Para for the High School. Shawna Blanka approved the new hires, seconded by Bruce Swihart; the motion carried unanimously (7-0)
SIGNATURES ON BANK ACCOUNTS: To approve Jaydenn Porubsky and Mark Penka as Cash Management Administrators for the following Banks: Western State Bank, The Bank, and First National Bank (FNB), and to remove Tania Quintero and Mack Elliott as Cash Management Administrators. A new signature card is needed for the High School at First National Bank, Western State Bank, and The Bank to add Jaydenn Porubsky; remaining signatures will be Troy Hilt and Marilyn Raile. Removing Tania Quintero and J.W Milliken from the signature card at First National Bank and The Bank effective September 1st, 2026. Chris Hingst moved to approve the changes, seconded by Traci Neitzel, and carried. (7-0)
CONTRACTS: There were three certified staff members, and four coaching contracts were brought before the board for signature.
ST. FRANCIS EDUCATIONAL FUND: Superintendent Mark Penka informed the Board that $8750.00 would be requested from the St. Francis Educational Fund for St. Francis Educational Foundation Marketing and Scholarships; $2,750.00 for Sydney Busse and $6,000 in Scholarships that were issued in July. Chris Hingst moved to approve the request, seconded by Traci Neitzel, and carried. (7-0)
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS: Superintendent Penka reviewed the current enrollment numbers. As of August 18, 2026, the student count is 267 students attending, and the district has received the Certification of Accreditation from the Kansas State Board of Education.
The Board presented no Miscellaneous items.
ADJOURMENT: Regular Board of Education meeting will be held on Thursday, September 10th, 2026, at 7:00 a.m. At 9:54 a.m. ShayLinn Zweygardt moved to adjourn the meeting; Chris Hingst seconded, and the motion carried. (7-0)

